[Effect of naloxone on coughing].
Naloxone at doses of 200 micrograms X kg-1 increases cough, in experiments carried out on dogs. With stimuli of the same intensity, after naloxone, a significant increase in the number of coughs in each fit, is observed. Changes in the first cough burst, compared with spontaneous respiration at rest, are statistically significant and they contribute to define the characteristics of the cough burst. The increase of cough by naloxone blockade of endorphinic neurons of the respiratory center shows that usually the activity of these inhibitory neurons, tonically depresses the tussive response. The antitussive opiates would seem to operate by activating these inhibitory synapses.